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We’re going to start our last half term with a two-week topic for

Year 5 & 6 about Surviving in Space. Each day, I will post a new activ-

ity linked to this.  There will be plenty of variety, including research,

creative writing, art work, D & T and science.  I thought we’d start

with something current.

Nasa Astronauts make history with Space X launch.

Watch: Nasa and SpaceX lift-off …

Many of you may have watched this live on Saturday.  Here is a short

clip for you to watch again or for those who didn’t see it.

Can you find out the answers to these questions?  Find an interest-

ing way to present your information including pictures.  Remember

to share your work on the blog.

1. Why was this an historic event?

2. This was actually the second attempt at lift-off.  Why didn’t the

first attempt happen on Wednesday?

3. Where are they travelling to?

4. Name the two astronauts.

5. How are their space suits different to other space suits in the

past?

6. What is the Crew Dragon?

7. How will they return back to Earth?

8. Any extra information that you can find out.

Hi, I hope you are all doing ok! I haven’t received any home learning

examples recently, has anyone got anything they would like to show

me?

Here are some more activities for you to start off the final half term.

Writing: If you’d like to brush up on your writing skills, here is a nice

way of practising in different ways.

https://alittlebutalot.com/2020/05/26/free-day-writing-a-word-a-

day-for-june/

More maths! Lets try some fractions!

08:46

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-2-Equivalent-fractions-2019.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/05/Lesson-2-Answers-Equivalent-fractions-2019.pdf

09:44

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-3-Convert-between-Improper-and-mixed-

numbers-2019.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/05/Lesson-3-Answers-Convert-between-Improper-

and-mixed-numbers-2019-1.pdf

11:29

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-4-Compare-and-order-fractions-less-than-

1-2019.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/05/Lesson-4-Answers-Compare-and-order-fractions-

less-than-1-2019.pdf

Happy learning!

Hi Year 5

 

I hope you are all enjoying the sunshine!

How are you getting on with your home learning? Email me with

anything exciting you have been doing.

Here are some more things for you to have a go at at home!

05:41

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-1-Adding-decimals-with-the-same-number-

of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

 

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-1-Answers-Adding-decimals-with-the-

same-number-of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

06:15

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-2-Subtracting-decimals-with-the-same-

number-of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-2-Answers-Subtracting-decimals-with-the-

same-number-of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

 

 

05:32

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-3-Adding-decimals-with-a-differen-number-

of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-3-Answers-Adding-decimals-with-a-differ-

en-number-of-decimal-ces-2020.pdf

07:36

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-4-Subtracting-decimals-with-a-different-

number-of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-4-Answers-Subtracting-decimals-with-a-

different-number-of-decimal-places-2020.pdf

 

How about some Science!

It’s Spring which is the perfect time to see all the new plants and ani-

mals growing all around us! Why not learn more about all the won-

ders of nature around us!?

Can you find out about the life cycles of different categories of ani-

mals? Can you remember what they are?

1. a mammal

2. an amphibian

3. an insect

4. a bird

You could draw some lovely illustrations to go with the different

stages of their lives or get crafty and make something?!

If you’re lucky enough to live near a pond, keep your eye out for tad-

poles and watch what happens to them over the next few weeks!

Remember to be safe near water!

Always respect and care for the creatures you observe and make

sure you return them to their rightful habitat!

Look at all the different types of wild flowers and plants around us –

ever thought how they got there? How do they reproduce? Do all

plants reproduce in the same way? Find out about the life cycles of

some different plants/flowers.

Happy learning and I look forward to seeing some of your work.

Hi Year 5!

 

I hope you are all well.

Well done to all those children working hard on their online maths

sites. It’s good to see so many of you on the leader boards!

Here are some more online maths resources you might find useful:

06:29

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-1-Adding-decimals-within-1-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-1-Answers-Adding-decimals-within-1-

2020.pdf

10:34

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-2-Subtracting-decimals-within-1-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-2-Answers-Subtracting-decimals-within-1-

2020.pdf

07:46

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-3-Complements-to-1-2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-3-Answers-Complements-to-1-2020.pdf

05:41

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-4-Adding-decimals-crossing-the-whole-

2020.pdf

https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2020/04/Lesson-4-Answers-Adding-decimals-crossing-the-

whole-2020.pdf

 

Hi Year 5

I hope you are all doing ok. I know life in lockdown can be boring and

lonely and I just wanted to say you are all doing so well. Keep posi-

tive and active and we will all be together again soon!

I have been in touch with a lot of parents and have received some

more great home learning from some of you – well done and keep it

up! I’m sure there will be some lovely rewards for you when we get

back to school.

I know some of you have been looking on bbcbitesize to help with

home learning. Here is the link if anyone wants to brush up on their

maths & literacy skills

bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 

 

Here’s Alfie’s work on the Mayan topic. He has worked really hard –

well done Alfie!

Mayan People – Alfie Spencer

 

Who were the ancient Mayan People

The Mayan, or Maya, people made their homes in an area known as

Mesoamerica [modern day Mexico and Central America] Mayan cul-

ture was well established by 1000 BCE and lasted until 1697 CE. All

Maya shared a common culture and religion, but each city governed

itself and had its own noble ruler. These cities never came together

to form a single empire. Mayan Kings were constantly at war with

each other, fighting for tribute [gifts] and prisoners to be sacrificed

to the gods.

 

Why Mayan tattoos were so important

Mayan people who had tattoos were honoured for their Bravery

during the process, as it meant they had the fortitude to deal with

pain and suffering. Mayan tattoos depicted symbols of the gods,

power animals and spiritual symbols to express harmony and bal-

ance or the power of night and day

 

Religion and Gods

M

ayan gods and religion

The lives of the anciant Maya centerd around their religion and gods

of nature. Religion touched many aspects of their everyday lives.

The maya believed in a large number of nature gods, some god were

considerd more powerful than others.

Itzammna-The most important god was Itzammna. He was the god

of fire who created the Earth. He was the ruler of the heavans as

well as night and day. The maya belived that he gave them calender

and writing. It is thought his name means “lizard house\home”

 

The ruler of the under world

The ruler of the under worlds name is Cizin [also spelled Kisin]his

power was causing earthquakes [Natural Disasters.] He is the god of

death and ruler of the subterranean land of the dead.

There are many more gods like…

.Chaac-The mayan rain god,

.Ix chel-The mayan moon godess,

.Yumil kaxob-The mayan God of flora,

Last but not least

.yum kaax- the mayan god of Forests

 

Did the mayans die?

Suprisingly, Mayans didn’t die out and there are over 7million

Mayans alive in Central America and Southern Mexico, But some

people still think they only lived in the past. Even though the Spanish

conquest resulted in the population dropping, they try to keep their

traditions going.  In fact, there are 31 different Mayanlanguages

spoken today

 

 

 

 

Mayan food

The mayan people ate food we eat today like avacados and tomatos

but the main food was maize, it’s just the same as corn but a differ-
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but the main food was maize, it’s just the same as corn but a differ-

ent name. Maize was the central food in their diet along with such as

beans and squashes. Potatoes and a grain of something called

quinoa were commanly grown by the incas.

 

How mayan food was grown

Mayan food was planted in Maize fields and close to other crops be-

cause the beans could climb the maize stalks and the squash could

help reduce soil erosion. Plus some tribes didn’t have a lot of land so

they had to plant them together.

Maya cities and monuments

The most no-

table monuments from this period are the ancient Mayan temples

that were built in almost every important Maya cities. The Maya

people built many cities throughout the history of their civilization.

The cities acted as city-states where each single large city ruled over

the surrounding areas. Maya cities were not planned out in detail

like the cities of the Aztecs. They tended to grow out of the centre

over time.

 

 

 

Mayan headdress

Mayans nobility typically had their heads elongated and the fore-

heads flattened at a young age. Some men would burn the hair on

their forehead to make it appear even larger. The remaining hair

were then tied on top of the head in the form of a pony, and

the headdress was worn over the pony.                                                                  

                 

     

 

Mayan Writing

Maya writing was like Egyptian hieroglyphs  but instead of pictures

they used logosyllabic writing which meant symbols and entire

words.  At any one time there were no more than around 500

‘glyphs’ used.  About 200 of them were phonetic like we learnt in

early school.

The basic unit of Maya logosyllabic text is the glyph block, which

transcribes a word or phrase. The block is composed of one or more

individual glyphs attached to each other to form the glyph block,

with individual glyph blocks generally being separated by a space.

Glyph blocks are usually arranged in a grid pattern and read as this

pattern :

I have copied some text to show what it means..

The Maya word Bʼalam (“jaguar“) written twice in the Maya script.

The first glyph writes the word logographicaly with the jaguar head

standing for the entire word. The second glyph block writes the

word phonetically using the three syllable signs BA, LA and MA

The Mayan Number System

The number system consists of a dot to represent one, and a bar to

represent five. Added much later was a shell symbol representing

zero.  The Mayan people used to repeat these symbols to count high-

er. The value of a number was determined by its position; as a nu-

meral moved upwards, it was multiplied by twenty. In this way, the

lowest symbol would represent units, the next symbol up would rep-

resent multiples of twenty, and the symbol above that would repre-

sent multiples of 400, and so on.

For example, the number 884 would be written with four dots on the

lowest level, four dots on the next level up, and two dots on the next

level after that, to give 4×1 + 4×20 + 2×400 = 884

eg

• •

• • • •

• • • •

Sum by Alfie..

  • •+ • •=• •

Daisy H has also been doing some research of her own on animals.

Well done Daisy!

Koalas

Koalas or koala bears are not actually bears. They are marsupials

which means the females have a pouch. Koalas are also related to

the kangaroos and the wombats. The reason koalas are called koala

bears is because they look like a teddy bear.

There are only 2,000 to 8,000 in the wild now due to the disruption

of there natural habitat in a narrow crescent on the eastern coast of

Australia. Although they are not classified as endangered, the popu-

lation of koalas has dropped by at least 90% in the last decade.

A Koala’s fur is different in different parts of Australia. In the south-

ern parts of Australia it is longer to keep them warm in the cold

southern winters.

Fun facts

The koala’s nickname is native bear.

They are marsupial mammals

Koalas are warm blooded.

A koala’s young is called a joey.

When they are born, koalas weigh 0.5g and born at an embryotic

stage.

The koala might look cute and cuddly, but they have really, sharp

teeth and claws.

Koalas have white fur on the underside and grey everywhere else.

They have big noses and ears.

The adult koala generally grows to 25-30 inches. After 1 month the

joey is 1cm long.

The koala weighs 15-30 pounds.

The koala stays in its mother’s pouch for 5 months. Koalas are blind

when they are born.

Koalas live up to 20 or more years old.

Sloths

Sloths depend on the health and survival of Central and South

America tropical forests. They live in the canopy, snoozing and re-

maining hidden from predators.

Why are sloths slow?

Sloths have an extremely low metabolic rate which means they

move at a snails pace through the trees. On average sloth travel 41

yards a day (that’s less than half a football field).

How often do sloths sleep?

Sloths snooze for about 15 hours per day which leaves 9 hours to

climb about in the trees. They keep a low body temperature of about

86F-93F and move in and out the shade on a regular basis to regu-

late their body temperature.

What do sloths eat?

Sloths munch on leaves twigs and buds. Because they don’t have in-

cisors, they trim down leaves by smacking their firm lips together.

Can a sloth fall without injury?

Sloths are anatomically designed to fall out of trees and survive. On

average, a sloth falls out of a tree once a week for their entire life.

They can plummet from up to 100 feet [that’s 12 double decker bus-

es] without injury.

Fun facts

Sloths can poop a third of their body weight in one go. They are blind

in bright daylight.

They are three times faster in water than on land. Sloths are three

times stronger than us.

Without sloths there would be no avocados.

Sloths can hold on to a tree branch without using any energy. It takes

30 days for a 2 fingered sloth to digest a leaf.

2 fingered sloths have 46 ribs [ that’s 22 more than humans] They

can starve to death on a full stomach.

No one knows how long they live for. But the oldest sloth in the

world is known to have just turned 50 so some people suspect they

live longer than that in the wild.

They grow algae on their fur, which camouflages them green. The

sloth’s predators are eagles, snakes and jaguars

Sloths can retain their grip after death.

3 fingered sloths can turn their head 270 degrees.

Sloths are nocturnal animals.

They have 4-inch-long claws so they can hold onto thick tree branch-

es.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar

