
 

 

Weekly Parents Bulletin 
Spring Term   Week 1  News 

Behaviour Update  
There were some new posters and a special assembly awaiting the children on Tuesday.  We 

have updated the behaviour escalation approach across the HCAT schools to ensure there is 

fairness and equity for all the children.  At Birdwell, this represent some pretty small changes 

that, hopefully, will make a big difference to how well our children understand behavioural 

rewards and consequences as well as how they perceive how fairly they are used. 

Positive Behaviour 

There are many positive behaviour rewards at Birdwell, beginning with 

our school values.  We’ve bought some additional stickers for when 

the children demonstrate particular examples of being ambitious, 

respectful or proud!  If your child comes home with one of these 

stickers, please ask them about how they got it as we are trying to make 

them feel very special for the pupils. 

 
Did you know? 

We have actually been approached by the Education Authority to act as a pilot school for 

behaviour management to other schools across the country.  The general standard of 

behaviour at our school is amongst the best in the Nation! Our staff rightly find it a 

privilege to work with our fantastic pupils and this is fantastic recognition of the standard 

they uphold on a daily basis for us!  Well done kids.  



  

 

 

Mr  

Negative Behaviour 

Inevitably, children are not perfect and there are times when they need reminding or support 

to follow our school values.  This is where our new behaviour choice approach will come into 

play.  Pupils will always begin the chart at Stage 1 and be able to make a positive choice to 

get back on track and move straight back off our behaviour chart.  If their behaviour does 

not improve and they move up to the next stage, they will still have that same opportunity to 

make the right choice and move back down the chart.  There are a couple of small details at 

play that make a huge difference to the fairness of the system.  Firstly, behaviour always 

begins at stage 1.  We will not jump straight to Stage 4 and remove a social time such as 

playtime because someone has not done their work, for example.  The children will have all of 

the opportunities of putting things right at Stage 1, 2 or 3 before they lose some of their social 

time and at each stage the teacher will give the child that clear choice to put things right.   

The only reason stages would be skipped would be for a violent or other severe behaviour 

incident, in which case I would intervene sooner rather than later.  We have based the system 

on recent research into children’s behaviour and have taken note of feedback from pupils in 

terms of how fairly they perceive our behaviour management systems to be at school Hopefully, 

this stage based system will ensure that pupils always know what they next step will be and 

have the opportunity to choose their best behaviour in lessons (which our pupils 

overwhelmingly do on a daily basis). 

 

 



  

 

 
 

After School Boosters 

Year 6 SATS booster classes begin next week.  These are after school classes in small groups to help 

prepare pupils for their standardised assessments as they complete Key Stage 2.  SATS cover the 

content taught across the pupil’s school careers so, as you will appreciate, there is a fair amount of 

revision involved.  We have found our after school boosters to be highly effective and reassuring in 

supporting our Year 6 pupils for the past few years.  Pupils report hugely improved confidence and 

attainment as a result of the extra sessions.  We always aim for Sats to be a celebration of learning 

for the children and or intent is for the to approach the tests in as prepared, relaxed and secure a 

way as possible.  Please ensure your Year 6 child attends the class they are invited to (the work 

will be tailored for each group) and encourage them to share with you at home what they have 

covered in the session. 

Breakfast Club 
We are pleased to announce that we now have an additional member of staff available for breakfast 

club.  Mrs Rowland has done a fantastic job of offering breakfast club to pupils for the past year 

(and a bit) all by herself but she is usually so busy ensuring everyone is well fed and happy that 

she has not been able to spend time actually playing and socialising with the children who attend!  

Now we have 2 staff available, there will be an extended offer of activities and games available.  

Sign up for breakfast club is available via Arbor but Mrs Rowland aslo accepts drop ins from pupils 

who have not had chance to sign up and updates Mrs Sykes on attendance.  The club is priced at 

£3 per session. 

We find that breakfast club is a really great way of also supporting pupils who are finding school 

drop off or getting ready an issue.  Pupils can arrive anytime between 8:00 and 8:30 and still be in 

time for toast or crumpets.  This half an hour window removes some of the stress of arriving at an 

exact time for families and also avoids issues such as parking or dropping pupils off at a noisy or 

busy time of the day.  If you would like to find out more about the benefits of a ’softer start’ to 

school, please speak to myself or Mrs Atkinson-Swift during drop-off or collection times. 
Lunch Menu 

 



Stargazing 

Upcoming Dates 

 

  
 

Freddie Fit 
Freddie will join us on Monday the 19th January for a fitness fun event for each 

class.  He will also be running a special training session for our playground leader 
pupils so they have some easy-to-set-up activities that they can lead for other 

pupils in our cage.  EVERYONE can come to school in their PE kit1 

 
Speaking of PE kits, the school PE T-shirt must be worn for PE lessons.  Pupils in 

branded or football type kits will be asked to change.  Pupils have to wear the 

school PE T-shirt when attending school on PE days otherwise they should wear 
normal school uniform. 

Stargazing 

Year 5 and 6 are invited to join us for an evening of stargazing on the school 
field on Tuesday.  I will set up some activities in the hall before we head to the 

field.  Please dress warmly!  Fingers crossed we get to actually see more than just 

the one star this year!!! 


